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Milislava  Demerca 1

48260 Križevci

Tel.  +385 48 279 182    +385 48 681 597        

 Fax. + 385 48 682 790

 URL: http://www.vguk.hr



Available study programmes: 

Undergraduate professional study programme (3 years, 180 ECTS)

· Agriculture (Plant Production, Livestock Raising and Management in Agriculture) 

Specialist graduate professional study programme (2 years, 120 ECTS)

· Agriculture (Sustainable and Organic Agriculture)

· Management in Agriculture 

GENERAL INFORMATION
Križevci College of Agriculture belongs to the oldest agricultural colleges in the South East Europe. The present-day college together with secondary agricultural school represents a long tradition in agricultural education at the former Agriculture and Forestry College that was established in 1860 in Križevci, an old town with diverse culture, and countryside close at hand.

The town and College have always enjoyed close links, from its foundation to the present day. By establishing the Agriculture and Forestry College the town of Križevci was pushed into the very centre of intellectual life in Croatia, and the College itself became a "hotbed" of professional work and research staff, and the cradle of future Agricultural Faculty and Faculty of Forestry in Zagreb. In the course of many years, the College provided education and training to thousands of students, who later became well-known agronomists and foresters, not only in Croatia but also abroad. The teachers published first Croatian books in agriculture and forestry as well as the first scientific journal Gospodarska smotra (1909). They also established first Croatian agricultural research stations and institutes, and by introducing high quality animal breeds made a sound foundation for livestock raising in Croatia.
The basic mission of the College today is to provide leadership regionally and nationally through professionally oriented higher education and training, and to create and disseminate knowledge of integrated agricultural and environmental systems to students, industry and society.

It prepares graduates to work in agricultural production, services (processing, marketing, trade, input supplies), extension/advisory services and rural development organisations.

The college delivers courses on a range of focused topics where students can develop new skills and competences or address current issues in agriculture. 
                                  STUDYING AT KCA
Križevci College of Agriculture is organized today as an integrated legal unit, which delivers full-time and part-time courses in accordance with the Bologna process. The courses are usually structured within modular framework, and credits are allocated to different levels of courses against a standard Bologna model of 60 ECTS credits per year, which facilitates student mobility. KCA offers professional study courses in rural-based subjects of three years in duration (Bachelor level, 180 ECTS), specialist graduate (Master level, 120 ECTS) professional study courses of two years in sustainable and organic agriculture and in management in agriculture, top-up courses, and a range of short courses and specialist seminars (LLL) for professional workers in land-based industries, for entrepreneurs in agribusiness, and associations of farmers, all in accordance with the Bologna process. Upon completion of the professional study courses of three years and successful defense of final thesis students are awarded the title of professional Bachelor (in a specific field such as plant production, livestock raising, farm management) and the title of Professional Specialist (spec. in sustainable and organic agriculture, and spec. in management in agriculture).

The degree courses offered at KCA are validated and accredited by the National Council for Higher Education. Once you achieve your qualification, there is usually an opportunity to progress to a higher level qualification within the College or outside.
The KCA curricula focus on modern agriculture programs including agricultural production and entrepreneurship skills, which help students to better understand different agriculture systems and give them the educational background necessary to be able to adapt to a rapidly changing economy. 
The courses are taught in an integrated way through lectures and exercises, seminars, and discussion, student projects and integrated assignments on the College farm, homework assignments and field trips to outstanding companies and farms of varied production. 

The KCA staff is qualified and most teachers maintain their professional practice and research within their disciplines. Another important aspect of education is commitment to quality assurance.
European dimension is enabled through international cooperation, which includes Erasmus+ mobility programme, international projects and exchange of students and staff with institutions from the so called programme countries (EU) and partner countries, as well as field trips and study tours.
AGRICULTURE PROFESSIONAL STUDY COURSE
 (Bachelor level, 180 ETCS, 3 years)

	
	AGRICULTURE PROFESSIONAL STUDY COURSE
Length of courses: 3 years, 6 semesters

180 ECTS credits
	

	
	

	
	COURSE FOUNDATIONS

Semester 1 and 2, 60 ECTS credits 
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	PLANT PRODUCTION

Semester 3, 4 and 5

90 ETCS credits
	
	LIVESTOCK RAISING
Semester 3, 4 and 5

90 ETCS credits
	
	MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE
Semester 3, 4 and 5

90 ETCS credits

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	PRACTICAL TRAINING  - in Croatia and abroad
Final thesis (project report)

Semester 6,    30 ECTS credits
	


The KCA professional Bachelor program in agriculture lasts 3 years or 6 semesters, and is organized on full-time and part-time basis. Each semester includes 30 ECTS credits, with seven modules. The academic year includes 60 ECTS credits. The principle of 60:40 in favour of exercises and practical training is respected. 

There are several compulsory modules in this study program, which are strongly oriented towards sustainable farming and the ways in which resource use can be minimised and local biodiversity preserved. The optional modules may also have some organic content or be focused on some aspect of ecology. 
In Year 1 students study Course foundations which give them a good basis for further and better understanding of specialist technological modules.

In Year 2 students choose from three different program units or majors:
· Plant Production 

· Livestock Raising 

· Management in Agriculture
 In Semester 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, apart from theoretical instruction, students have practical training related to professional modules, mainly at the College farm. In Semester 3, students can choose optional modules, or modules from other courses. In Semester 6 students study Agricultural policy (2 ECTS), Biometrics and methods of final thesis writing (2 ECTS) and are prepared for compulsory work placement or traineeship of 420 hours (18 ECTS) on outstanding farms and in agribusiness companies in Croatia and abroad. 
Upon completion of the study course and successful defense of final thesis (8 ECTS) students are awarded the title of Professional Bachelor in Agriculture.
	Semester 1


	
	Semester 2



	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS

	Application of Mathematics and IT in Agriculture
	4
	
	Agricultural Botany


	4

	Applied Chemistry 


	5
	
	Principles of  Zootechnique
	6

	Principles of  Ecology and Agroclimatology 


	4.5
	
	Principles of Plant Production
	7

	Soil Science


	5.5
	
	Principles of Agricultural Economics
	5.5

	Principles of Agricultural Machinery


	7
	
	Rural Sociology

	3.5

	Foreign Language
	2
	
	Foreign Language
	4

	Communication Skills
	2
	
	
	

	Physical  and Health Education 
	-
	
	Physical  and Health Education 


	-

	Note: 1 ECTS credit is equivalent to 15 hours of class activities and 14 hours of self-study.


        AGRICULTURE   PROFESSIONAL STUDY COURSE

                             Bachelor level, 3 years, 180 ECTS credits

                                                                YEAR 1    60 ECTS

                                                     COURSE FOUNDATIONS

	Semester 3

	
	Semester 4

	COMPULSORY 

MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

MODULES
	ECTS

	Fruit Growing
	5
	
	Grain Legumes
	3.5

	Costs and Calculations in Plant Production
	3
	
	Industrial Crop Production
	6

	Plant Nutrition 
	5.7
	
	Cereals
	4.8

	Principles of Plant Protection
	5
	
	Vegetable Production 
	7.2

	Mechanisation in Plant Production
	7.3
	
	Integrated Protection of Field Crops and Vegetables
	4.5

	Optional module
	4
	
	Optional module
	4

	Physical  and Health Education 
	-
	
	Physical  and Health Education 
	-

	OPTIONAL MODULES
In Semester 3, students study all compulsory modules and one optional module.
	
	OPTIONAL MODULES
In Semester 4, students study all compulsory modules and one optional module.

	
	
	


YEAR 2     60 ECTS
PLANT PRODUCTIOn 
Year 3     60 ECTS
	Semester 5


	
	Semester 6



	COMPULSORY 

MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY 

MODULES 
	ECTS

	Viticulture and Wine Production
	6
	
	Agricultural Policy
	2

	Storage and Quality Management  of Agricultural Products 
	5.6
	
	Principles of Biometrics and Methods of Final Thesis  Writing
	2

	
	
	
	PRACTICAL TRAINING 

Traineeship or work placement in agricultural companies and farms in Croatia or abroad.

SEMINAR- a report about practical training with public  presentation 


	   18

   

	Seed Production and Seed Conditioning
	4.4
	
	
	

	Principles of Genetics and Plant Breeding
	3
	
	
	

	Production Organisation in Plant Production
	3
	
	
	

	Optional module 
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module
	4
	
	
	

	OPTIONAL MODULES 
In Semester 5, students take all compulsory modules and two optional modules.
	
	
	

	
	
	FINAL THESIS
In Semester 6, students submit a thesis in relation to practical training. The thesis is defended in front of a Thesis Defense Committee.


	8


PLANT PRODUCTION

    YEAR 2     60 ECTS
    LIVESTOCK RAISING
	Semester 3


	
	Semester 4



	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS

	Anatomy and Physiology of Cattle
	4
	
	Veterinary Medicine
	4

	Cattle Raising
	5.2
	
	Ruminant Nutrition
	3.5

	Poultry Raising
	5.3
	
	Sheep and Goat Raising
	6.5

	Animal Nutrition
	6.5
	
	Animal Hygiene, Ethology and Ecology
	5

	Mechanisation Systems in Livestock Raising
	5
	
	Forage Crops and Grass Production
	7


	Optional module
	4
	
	Optional module
	4

	Physical and Health Education
	-
	
	Physical and Health Education
	-

	OPTIONAL MODULES
In Semester 3, students study all compulsory modules and one optional module.
	
	OPTIONAL MODULES
In Semester 4, students study all compulsory modules and one optional module.

	
	
	


	Semester 5


	
	Semester 6



	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS

	Production  Organization and Costs and Calculations in Livestock Raising
	6
	
	Agricultural Policy
	2

	
	
	
	Principles of Biometrics and Methods of Final Thesis  Writing
	2

	Trade of Cattle and Animal Products
	4.5
	
	PRACTICAL TRAINING 

Traineeship or work placement in agricultural companies and farms in Croatia or abroad.

SEMINAR- a report about practical training with public  presentation 
	    18

    

	Pig Raising
	6.5
	
	
	

	Dairy Science and Cheese Production
	5
	
	
	

	Optional module I
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module II
	4
	
	
	

	OPTIONAL MODULES 

In  Semester 5, students study all  compulsory modules and two optional modules
	
	
	

	
	
	FINAL THESIS

In Semester 6, students submit a thesis in relation to practical training. The thesis

is defended in front of a Thesis Defense Committee..
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     YEAR 3     60 ECTS
LIVESTOCK RAISING

YEAR 2     60 ECTS 
MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE

	Semester 3


	
	Semester 4



	COMPULSORY 

MODULES 
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

 MODULES
	ECTS

	Digestion Physiology and Livestock Nutrition
	7
	
	Principles of Business Ethics
	4

	Forage Crops and Grass Production
	5
	
	Marketing
	5.5

	Cattle Raising
	5
	
	Industrial Crop Production
	5

	Farm Mechanization and Automation 
	5
	
	Vegetable Growing
	6.5

	Principles of Agricultural Management  
	4
	
	Nutrition and Plant Protection Methods 
	5

	Optional module
	4
	
	Optional module
	4

	Physical and Health Education
	-
	
	Physical and Health Education
	-

	OPTIONAL MODULES
In Semester 3, students study all compulsory modules and one optional module.
	
	OPTIONAL MODULES 

In Semester 4, students study all  compulsory modules and one optional module

	
	
	


YEAR 3     60 ECTS 
MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE 
	Semester 5


	
	Semester 6



	COMPULSORY 

MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY 

MODULES
	ECTS

	Costs and Calculations
	5
	
	Agricultural Policy
	2

	Agricultural Financing Forms
	5
	
	Principles of Biometrics and Methods of Final Thesis  Writing
	2

	
	
	
	PRACTICAL TRAINING 

Traineeship or work placement in agricultural companies and farms in Croatia or abroad.

SEMINAR- a report about practical training with public  presentation 
	    18

 

	Entrepreneurship in Agriculture
	4
	
	
	

	Rural Development
	4
	
	
	

	Trade and Distribution of Agri-Food Products 
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module I
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module II
	4
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	OPTIONAL MODULES

 In semester 5, students study all compulsory modules and two optional modules.
	
	
	

	
	
	FINAL THESIS

In Semester 6, students submit a thesis in relation to practical training. The thesis

is defended in front of a Thesis Defense Committee..
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AGRICULTURE PROFESSIONAL STUDY COURSE

OPTIONAL MODULES
Semester 3
	Module
	ECTS

	Trade and Food Marketing
	4

	Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
	4

	Poultry Raising
	4

	Conservation Agriculture
	4

	Fisheries and Water Conservation
	4

	Business Language (English or German)
	4

	Exploitation and Maintenance of Farm Machinery
	4

	Cereals and Grain Legumes
	4

	Bioethics
	4


Semester 4

	Module
	ECTS

	Land Reclamation and Soil Protection
	4

	Organic Agriculture
	4

	Beekeeping and Honey-making Plants
	4

	Farm Organic Waste Management
	4

	Hygiene, Ethology and Ecology
	4

	Rural Tourism
	4

	Ornamental Plants and Garden Design
	4

	Building Constructions in Livestock Raising
	4


Semester 5

	Module
	ECTS

	Horse Raising
	4

	Pig Raising
	4

	Veterinary Medicine and Trade of Animal Products
	4

	Marketing and Farm Management
	4

	Vegetable Production in Protected Areas
	4

	Hunting and Cynology
	4

	Hop Growing and Berries
	4

	Quality Management in Agricultural Production
	4

	Forage Crops and Grass Production
	4


Specialist graduate professional study courseS
(Master level, 2 years, 120 ECTS)

The aim of the Specialist graduate professional study course is to enable students to acquire knowledge and understand principles of sustainable and organic agricultural production, marketing and management, their implementation in practice.  Students learn how to analyze basic ecological and economic aspects in relation to sustainable and organic production, based on modern marketing and management.

In Croatia, concerns about the environment and personal health have increased in recent years. Organic farming in Croatia is currently an increasing sector in the agricultural industry, the employment opportunities are expected to increase each year, especially for self-employment on smaller farms that might not be profitable under conventional production. The sector is expected to continue its expansion and requires high-level graduates with technical and management skills. 
The Sustainable and Organic Agriculture is an integrated program of work and study. Lectures, exercises and seminars, together with integrated assignments and practical training are combined to teach sustainable practices and to promote farming that is environmentally friendly. Throughout the course students participate in discussion groups and explore Internet-based resources. Students can gain a thorough knowledge of organic agriculture through compulsory modules as well as competences in specific topics relevant to their interests through optional modules. Topics to be covered in the study course include the guiding principles and current status of sustainable and organic agriculture in Croatia and in Europe, the certification of organic products, and key principles and practices in soil management, plant production, livestock production, marketing methods and some ethical issues.
In this course students study how to establish an organic farm, or convert a conventional farm to organic practices.  They also study organic management of pests, diseases, and weeds, and the application of the knowledge to sustainable production of vegetables, field crops, legumes, herbs, and fruits. 
The program is offered on a full-time and part-time basis. The study course has a uniform modular structure. Semester 1 is for Course foundations with all compulsory modules. In semester 2 and 3, students study two compulsory and three optional modules. In semester 4, students spend 220 hours on some outstanding farms, in enterprises and other land-related industries as part of specialist professional practical training or work placement. They write final thesis closely related to practical training. 
On defending the thesis, students complete the course and are awarded the title of Professional specialist of sustainable and organic agriculture.
AGRICULTURE

     SUSTAINABLE AND ORGANIC AGRICULTURE 

            YEAR 1    60 ECTS
	Semester 1
Course Foundation

	
	Semester 2

	COMPULSORY

MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY

MODULES
	ECTS

	Sustainable development in agriculture
	6
	
	Ecologically acceptable methods of plant protection
	6

	Information technologies and research work in agriculture
	6
	
	Selected chapters in animal nutrition
	6

	Soil protection
	6
	
	Production and application of fertilizers in sustainable and organic agriculture
	6

	Mechanisation systems in sustainable and organic agriculture
	6
	
	Optional module
	6

	Zootechnique
	6
	
	Optional module
	6

	Note: 1 ECTS credit is equivalent to 10 hours of class activities and 19 hours of self-study.
	
	Optional modules

	
	
	Arable crops production in sustainable and organic agriculture
	6

	
	
	
	Sustainable and organic production of  cattle  meat and milk
	6

	
	
	Sustainable systems of vegetable production
	6

	
	
	Animal physiology and toxicology– selected chapters
	6

	
	
	Sustainable systems of fruit and grape production
	6

	
	
	Organic pig and poultry raising 
	6

	
	
	Students study three compulsory and two optional modules out of six offered, or modules from other study courses.


SUSTAINABLE AND ORGANIC AGRICULTURE
YEAR 2    60 ECTS
	    Semester 3
	
	             Semester 4

	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS

	Trade and marketing of products in sustainable and organic agriculture
	6
	
	SPECIALIST TRAINEESHIP
Traineeship in accredited agricultural companies and eco-farms in Croatia and abroad.

Students write a report about specialist practical training and present it in front of a board of examiners.
	22

	Optional module
	6
	
	
	

	Optional module
	6
	
	
	

	Optional module
	6
	
	
	

	Optional module
	6
	
	
	

	OPTIONAL MODULES
	
	
	

	Analyses of soils and fertilization 
	6
	
	
	

	Hygiene, welfare of farm animals
	6
	
	
	

	Sustainable and organic production of seed and planting material
	6
	
	FINAL THESIS


	8

	Quality assessment and bio-dynamics of animal products
	6
	
	
	

	Sustainable and organic sheep and goat raising
	6
	
	
	

	Sustainable and organic fodder production and technology 
	6
	
	
	

	Production of medicinal and aromatic plants in sustainable and organic agriculture  
	6
	
	
	

	In Semester 3, students study one compulsory and four optional modules out of seven offered, or modules from other study courses.
	
	
	



          MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE 
         YEAR 1       60 ECTS
	Semester 1


	
	Semester 2



	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS

	Agricultural economics
	6
	
	Management in agriculture
	7

	Economics of agricultural estate
	6
	
	Marketing in agriculture
	5

	Agricultural enterpreneurship
	6
	
	Book-keeping in agricultural enterpreneurship
	6

	Business information technology
	4
	
	Optional module
	4

	Trade law                         
	3
	
	Optional module
	4

	Quantitative methods for management in agriculture
	5
	
	Optional module
	4

	Note: 1 ECTS credit is equivalent to 10 hours of class activities and 19 hours of self-study.
	
	Optional modules

	
	
	

	
	
	Costs and calculations in cattle raising and plant production
	4

	
	
	Costs and calculations in vegetable production
	4

	
	
	Rural development projects
	4

	
	
	Business decision making
	4

	
	
	Quality Management in Agricultural Production
	4

	
	
	Students study three compulsory and three optional modules out of five offered, or modules from other study courses


	Semester 3


	
	Semester 4

	COMPULSORY MODULES 
	ECTS
	
	COMPULSORY MODULES
	ECTS

	Project management
	6
	
	SPECIALIST TRAINEESHIP
Traineeship in accredited agricultural companies and eco-farms in Croatia and abroad.

Students write a report about specialist practical training and present it in front of a board of examiners.


	22

	Business finances
	6
	
	
	

	Financial report analysis
	6
	
	
	

	Optional module
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module
	4
	
	
	

	Optional module
	4
	
	
	

	Students study three compulsory and three optional modules out of six offered or modules from other study courses.
	
	
	

	OPTIONAL MODULES
	
	
	

	Agriculture in the European Union
	4
	
	FINAL THESIS


	8

	Business language (English)
	4
	
	
	

	Business language (German)
	4
	
	
	

	Costs and calculations in fruit growing, viticulture and wine-making
	4
	
	
	

	Market research methods 
	4
	
	
	

	Destination management in rural tourism
	4
	
	
	


MANAGEMENT IN AGRICULTURE
 YEAR 2      60 ECTS
RESOURCES FOR TEACHING AND LEARNING

The College is noted for the high quality of the resources for education. Courses are offered in lecture rooms, laboratories, specialist studios, workshops and on the College farm with 90 ha of arable land and units of different farm animals and agricultural machinery. It has facilities with good technical support and modern teaching aids, including Information Technology and computer resources. The staff is also highly qualified with most teachers maintain their professional practice and research within their disciplines. There is a shift from teacher-centred approach to student- centred approach. 

The college campus extends over 12000 m² of covered space. There are stables for various species and categories of animals (cattle, horses, sheep, goats and poultry), a vegetable garden and vineyard, greenhouse, a library with two reading rooms, student service, administration offices, staffroom and accompanying facilities equipped with multimedia, a space for Students’ Organization activities and a canteen. All this enables students to acquire the necessary skills and provides real hands-on learning and opportunities for permanent professional development of the teaching staff.
In Križevci there is a Veterinary Institute, Center for Cattle Reproduction of the Republic of Croatia and a Central Laboratory for Milk Control, all equipped with modern facilities, which students can also use on regular basis for field classes, and professional training.
More information can be obtained from Monday to Friday:
Dean’s Office tel. +385 48 681 597, e-mail: dekan@vguk.hr
Vicedean’s Office tel. +385 48 617 204, e-mail: tjelen@vguk.hr
Erasmus coordinator’s Office tel. +385 48 617 953, e-mail: rhusinec@vguk.hr
                                  Visit our website at http://www.vguk.hr 

Link   http://www.studyincroatia.hr/
VISOKO GOSPODARSKO UČILIŠTE U KRIŽEVCIMA      KRIŽEVCI COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE
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120 ECTS credits
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